Joint Declaration
of the Presidents of the Republic of Lithuania and the Republic of Latvia
15 July 2026

We, the Presidents of the Republic of Lithuania and the Republic of Latvia,
· having met in Vilnius on the occasion of the state visit of the President of the Republic of Latvia to the Republic of Lithuania, commemorating the 35th anniversary of the re-establishment of diplomatic relations between Lithuania and Latvia,
· highlighting the exceptionally close and strategic nature of our relations, rooted in our shared Baltic heritage, common historical experience, and integration into NATO and the European Union,
· underscoring the excellent bilateral political dialogue and practical cooperation across defence and security, economy, energy, transport connectivity, culture, education, science, and people-to-people ties,

declare our determination to further deepen cooperation:
In strengthening security and defence
1. Russia remains the most direct and long-term threat to our countries and Euro-Atlantic security, requiring strengthened NATO deterrence and defence on the Eastern Flank. We reaffirm our unwavering commitment to NATO collective defence, including increased defence investment and support for Ukraine.
2. A strong transatlantic bond and sustained United States presence in Europe are essential for the security of the Baltic region and the wider Euro-Atlantic area. We therefore attach particular importance to the continued and enhanced U.S. military presence in the Baltic States, alongside broader Allied deployments, as a cornerstone of credible deterrence and collective defence.
3. We call for an effective and enabled NATO air defence, including enhanced counter-drone capabilities, to address evolving threats on NATO’s Eastern Flank. We recognise NATO’s enhanced vigilance activities, including Eastern Sentry and Baltic Sentry, and stress the importance of ensuring readiness to provide the necessary host nation support for Allied forces.
4. Stronger regional cooperation and military mobility are critical to effective collective defence. We will advance Baltic cooperation within NATO, the European Union, and regional formats, including the timely implementation of the Baltic Defence Line and the EU’s Eastern Flank Watch initiative to boost defence capabilities and the defence industry.

In supporting Ukraine
5. We reaffirm our unwavering support for Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity within its internationally recognised borders and will continue providing comprehensive political, military, economic, humanitarian, and diplomatic assistance. We underscore the importance of ensuring full accountability for Russia’s aggression, including for war crimes and crimes against humanity, through effective international mechanisms and compensation for the damage caused.
6. We support Ukraine’s irreversible path towards full European Union and NATO membership. We will strengthen cooperation with Ukraine’s defence industry and integrate its lessons learned in order to reinforce NATO’s overall deterrence and defence posture.

In building resilience and strategic connectivity
7. We welcome the successful synchronization of the Baltic States’ electricity systems with Continental Europe in 2025 as a cornerstone of energy independence and regional resilience. We will further strengthen cooperation in energy security, including the development of regional interconnections, renewable and clean energy production, and the protection of critical energy infrastructure, while seeking greater recognition of these priorities in EU energy security funding.
8. We underscore the strategic importance of strengthening Baltic connectivity, including the timely completion of Rail Baltica and securing the necessary EU and national funding within the next Multiannual Financial Framework, given its dual-use role for economic development and security. We support the full desynchronization of Baltic railway systems from Russian-controlled technological and data frameworks, with the aim of building a secure Baltic railway system, fully integrated into the EU transport and regulatory system.

In enhancing economic, scientific, and technological cooperation
9. We will further expand our bilateral economic cooperation, particularly in high-value-added industries. We see strong potential to advance cooperation in digital transformation, cybersecurity, and critical infrastructure resilience, including through joint initiatives in emerging and dual-use technologies and strengthened defence industry cooperation.

In fostering Baltic identity, historical memory, and cooperation in culture, science and education
10. We underline the importance of Baltic cultural and linguistic heritage and will strengthen cooperation to preserve and promote the Lithuanian and Latvian languages, traditions, and shared Baltic identity. We will also advance cooperation in science, research, education, culture, and youth exchanges, fostering durable societal links and a strong sense of Baltic unity.
11. We stress that Europe’s history must fully acknowledge the crimes of the two totalitarian regimes — Nazism and Stalinism. We will deepen cooperation in strengthening European memory and conscience.
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