Valsts prezidenta uzruna
PRESERVING PEACE: NATO’S ROLE
Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen, 

Let me begin my short statement by quoting from the preamble to the 1949 North Atlantic Treaty on which NATO is based. It states that, “the Parties to this Treaty reaffirm their faith in the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and their desire to live in peace with all peoples and all governments.”
The principle of peace through security has been a common theme shared by the Allies throughout NATO’s 67 year history. Threats have come and gone and new ones have emerged. Nevertheless, this guiding principle has kept the strongest Alliance in the world’s history united for a common purpose.
That purpose at first was to provide collective security against the threat posed by the military strength of the Soviet Union. NATO members did not want to see a continuation of the terrible destruction two world wars had brought on Europe. The overriding aim was to avoid a Third World War.
There were many dangerous periods during the Cold War but, as history has shown, this aim was achieved. The result has been the longest period of relative peace that Europe has seen since Roman times. 

In some ways, this success has created other challenges. The generations, which had first-hand experience of the horror of war, have left us. Younger generations have grown up in an environment of peace and stability. They do not see war as a serious threat and are often attracted by populist slogans. 

We have seen the rise of far right and far left political parties, which seek to break the existing world order. This is the case with the Brexit referendum. It was a protest vote and it must be respected. However, the politicians leading the leave campaign do not seem to have a clear vision of the future. If we destroy the EU, what will we put in its place? That is why NATO continues to be so important for us and to play such an important role in maintaining peace and stability. 

It took 46 years after NATO was formed in 1949 for the organization to make its first ever-military intervention. This took place in 1995, in Bosnia where there was a danger to designated United Nations "safe areas". This campaign helped bring about the Dayton Accords and peace in the Balkans.
During the past decade, the world has become a much more dangerous place. We are faced with many different and simultaneous challenges. For Europe, these include instability and conflict in the Middle East and North Africa. The war in Syria and the rise of ISIL / Daesh have led to mass flows of migrants and refugees towards Europe.

This in turn has raised the level of terrorist activity in Europe. We see that terrorism is both homegrown and imported from outside Europe. The bloody attacks on Paris, Brussels, and Istanbul have left us all shocked. We know that more attacks will follow but find it difficult to protect ourselves from them.

In the East, we have an unresolved conflict in Ukraine. Our neighbour, Russia, has undertaken a massive military build-up over recent years. Combat operations are exercised next to NATO’s borders. We have already seen in Georgia and Ukraine how such exercises can turn into aggression, occupation, and annexation.

Of even greater concern is that Russia has undermined the basic foundations of free and peaceful Europe: that is the respect for international law, sovereignty and the territorial integrity of other states. This again underlines the importance of maintaining a strong NATO dedicated to the preservation of peace through security.

At the NATO Summit in Wales, Alliance leaders decided that these challenges must be faced.  The NATO Reaction Force was improved and a Very High Readiness Joint Task Force created. NATO exercises on the Eastern flank have been increased to provide reassurance for front line states. 

Russian military activity has resulted in a decision of this Summit for an enhanced forward presence of Allied troops in Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland. This is to demonstrate resolve and solidarity among NATO Allies.

This decision in no way violates the NATO-Russia Founding Act. The “current and foreseeable security environment” mentioned in the Founding Act has indeed changed because of Russia’s actions in Crimea and Eastern Ukraine.

Under no circumstances can this deployment be considered a threat to Russia. NATO is talking about four battalion groups, each of 600-1000 men. At the same time, Russia is deploying 3 new divisions close to our borders. Each division is many times larger than the total NATO force. 

The security of NATO is indivisible. Therefore, it is important to address the challenges we face both on NATO’s Southern and Eastern flanks. At the same time, from Latvia’s point of view, we are committed to engage with Russia as a partner. But let us be clear that this dialogue will only be successful if it is conducted from a position of security. Latvia is a small country so our best chance for peace and security is within the NATO Alliance, which provides this essential protection.

Along with our collective defence, we also need to be resilient to the full spectrum of modern threats, including hybrid threats. Resilience is an essential basis for credible deterrence and effective fulfilment of NATO core tasks (collective defence, cooperative security, and crisis management). Therefore, Allies are also committed to strengthening resilience within our own nations but also with partners.

While we are safe in NATO, we must not allow grey zones of insecurity to develop. Security beyond our Eastern borders also contributes to the goals of deterrence and defence. It is important to cooperate with partners there – Georgia and Ukraine in particular. We should continue helping our partners to build the resilience to withstand any outside pressure.

We must also improve cooperation with other regional partners and other international organisations. Here I have in mind especially coordination with the EU. I welcome our joint Declaration, here in Warsaw, to strengthen our cooperation and synergy. Our aims for peace and security are the same. Our methods are different but complimentary.

In a dangerous and changing world, where peace is under threat once again, we must stick with the core values, which have kept us safe over many decades. So I will conclude by quoting once again from the preamble to the Washington Treaty: “They (the nations of NATO) are determined to safeguard the freedom, common heritage, and civilization of their peoples, founded on the principles of democracy, individual liberty and the rule of law.” These are the cornerstones of NATO’s policy; they are the principles upon which free societies are built and they form the basis of NATO’s role in preserving peace now and in the future.
